
Creative Short Book Writers Contest 
Contest opens Tuesday, November 1

st
, 2016 and closes Friday, February 24th, 2017         

Contest Chair: Wayne Drumheller, Editor and Founder, The Creative Short Book Writers Project © 

Guidelines 

The Creative Short Book Writers Contest is open to all writers and artisans, from rising seventh graders to 

55+ adults, who live, work, or attend school in Alamance and Caswell County. The contest is also open to those 

who do not live in Alamance or Caswell County, but can demonstrate a family, school, or business connection 

to an Alamance or Caswell County resident.  

The fee is $15.00 per entry. A check, cash or money order must accompany your entry. Make check or money 

order payable to: Mr. Wayne Drumheller, Contest Chair. 

 

The contest includes the following six categories:  

 memoir, narrative and romantic fiction,  

 magical realism and science fiction, 

 historical fiction and non-fiction,   

 mystery and thriller,  

 faith based and Christian devotional or inspirational  

 collections of: poetry, lyrical prose, songs, food and beverage recipes, art, photography, or short stories. 

 

Each “Best in Category” winner receives: 

 a $ 25.00 prize,  

 a onetime; gift-in-kind offer, valued at $ 350.00, to help independently publish their book with an 

illustrated color soft-cover, introduction page, title/legal page, ISBN number, and back page bio, 

 publication of five (5) copies of the winning book in a 5.5 x 8.5 format with a color soft-cover  
and interior pages in black ink,  

 publicity; including, prominent point of sale display, reading and signing opportunity, as a “Featured 

Author” at one of the monthly “Alamance Writers Night” events at the Burlington Artists League 

Gallery in the Holly Hill Mall, Burlington, North Carolina, 

 a sample package of books from local and regional published authors,  

 a signed copy of the book: Writing As Art, Editing and Publishing. 

 

Each runner up in each of the “Best in Category” receives: 

 a $15.00 prize,  

 consideration to help independently publish their book, 

 a signed copy of the book: Writing As Art, Editing and Publishing. 

 

Unpublished manuscripts produced after 2000 are eligible for the contest. Any printed; ring-bound, saddle-

stitched, or stapled short book without an ISBN number, and printed after 2012, is eligible for the contest. 

 

Up to five (5) illustrations, such as: original photographs, paintings, and figurative drawings on 8.5x11 flat 

paper or canvas sheets can be submitted for consideration along with manuscripts as covers or inside images. 

 

Contest submissions should be no less than 6,000 words or 32 double-spaced typed pages to 40,000 words 

or 90 double-spaced typed pages, consisting of either one story, or multiple stories.     (Over) 

 



Colleagues, associates, students, and friends of the judge and contest readers are eligible. Collaborations by 

more than one author and translations are eligible. Since this is not a blind writing competitions, contestants 

must submit manuscripts that contain identifying information.  

 

If we find errors in your entry, we will try to contact you to obtain corrections, so your errors will not 

disqualify you. Nor will a few smaller errors in your manuscript, including spelling, punctuation, formatting, or 

typographic errors, reduce your chances of winning. (We fully understand that such errors sometimes occur for 

everyone, and that these can be easily corrected later.)  

 

No revisions to submitted entries are allowed during the contest. Categories, not receiving sufficient entries 

will be merged into another category for judging. 

 

No online submissions will be accepted. Only mailed or personally delivered entries are acceptable. 

 

Simultaneous submissions of the same manuscript to another contest are acceptable, but please 

notify waynedrumheller.hd@gmail.com if your manuscript has been entered elsewhere. 

 

Multiple submissions, in different categories, to the Creative Short Book Writers Contest are acceptable, 

but each manuscript must be submitted separately, with a separate $15.00 entry fee. 

 

Entries should be mailed in a large 10x15 envelope with 1
st
 Class postage to: Creative Short Book Writers 

Contest, Attention: Wayne Drumheller, Contest Chair, Burlington Artists League Gallery, Space #340, 

Holly Hill Mall, 309 Huffman Mill Road, Burlington, NC 27215 

 

Contest submissions may be delivered in a large 10x15 envelope in person to the following locations:  

 

 Burlington Artists League Gallery in the Holly Hill Mall, Space 340,  

309 Huffman Mill Road, Burlington, NC 27215, or  

 Gunn Memorial Caswell County Library,  

161 Main Street East, Yanceyville, North Carolina 27379 

 

Entries can be accepted in person, with an appointment, on or before Friday, February 24
th

, 2017,  

at either the Burlington Artists League Gallery or Gunn Memorial Caswell County Library between  

1:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.  

 

Those able to deliver their manuscript in person should email, or call The Contest Chair  

at 336-266-6461, or email: waynedrumheller.hd@gmail.com to make delivery arrangements  

during the contest period. 

  

The following items should be enclosed with your manuscript: 

 A cover page with the following typed information: title of book, category, number of pages or words, 

author’s full name, complete mailing address with zip code, home and business phone number, and 

email address,  

 one-page introduction or summary of your book in no more than 150 words,  

 $15.00 entry fee by check or money order to: Wayne Drumheller, Contest Chair, The Creative Short 

Book Writers Contest, 

 8.5 x 11 stamped and self-addressed envelope for the return of materials after the contest ends in 

February, 2017. 

 Release Form for Contest with signature, address information, entry fee, and title of book. 
                                                                                         

 



Manuscripts can be picked-up at the awards reception to be held at the end of the contest 

A list of all entries, winning titles and authors will be available at the awards reception following  

the contest deadline on Friday, February 24
th

, 2017. 

  

The contest seeks a minimum of 40 entries.  

 

Winners and finalists will be announced at an awards reception on Friday, May 30, 2017. 

How the contest will be judged:  

All submitted manuscripts are read by the Contest Chair and four volunteer published authors and readers. 

This is not a blind judging so identifying information is essential. 

 

Judging will be based on uniqueness of subject, style, creativity, literary clarity, and sales potential.   

 

The judges and readers will have access to the identities of the submitters. For the sake of avoiding any 

conflict of interest, if a judge or reader believes that he/she recognizes the work of a colleague, student, or 

friend, then that manuscript is given to another judge and reader. The readers will select three finalists in each 

category, and then select “Best of Category” and “Runner-up” out of the three in each category.  

 

Since the judges and readers for the Creative Short Book Writers Contest do not receive any payment for their 

services and are noted for their integrity, scholarship and appreciation of writing and literary efforts, they 

reserved the right not to name a winner if they collectively believe there is no category entry that qualifies. 

Lawsuits against the panel of judges and readers are not permitted. The judges and readers do not assume and 

hereby disclaim any liability to any party for any loss, damage, or disruption caused by errors or omissions, 

whether such errors or omissions result from negligence, accident, or any other cause. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Release Form-Creative Short Book Writers Contest 
For photography, writing, book promotion and/or use of name for: 

Name________________________________________Date of Birth_______ (print) 

Signature____________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________ 

Email______________________________________________Phone____________________ 

Blog/Website_________________________________________________________________ 

Other_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature, Parent/Guardian if under 18,___________________________Date__________ 
 
I have read the contest guidelines and give Wayne Drumheller, Contest Chair, and editor and founder of the 

Creative Short Book Writers Project, permission to use photographs, writings, illustrations, biographies, etc., in 

which I am shown, and my name for publicity purposes in recognition of my participation in the Creative Short 

Book Writers Contest. It is understood that the Contest Chair and his assigns will not be held responsible for 

any loss or damage, or injury to participants or their property during the event or activity as described. 

 

I have enclosed the $ _________ fee for _______________________________________ (Book Title) 


